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Elementary/Secondary Education
Language Spoken at Home by Hispanic Students

One of the challenges currently facing many
schools is providing equal educational oppor-
tunities to students from various cultural back-
grounds, including those who are not profi-
cient in English.  In 1999, 14 percent of all
students enrolled in grades K–12 were Hispanic
students (see supplemental table 6-1).  Many
Hispanics speak Spanish, and many Spanish
speakers report being limited English proficient
(NCES 98–013).  Information on the language
and demographic backgrounds of Hispanic stu-
dents may help schools develop programs to
address the needs of these students.

In 1999, 57 percent of Hispanic students in
grades K–12 spoke mostly English at home,
25 percent spoke mostly Spanish, and 17 per-
cent spoke English and Spanish equally (see
supplemental table 6-2).  Hispanic students
who were enrolled in grades K–5 were more
likely than those enrolled in higher grades (6–
8 or 9–12) to speak mostly Spanish at home
(28 versus 21 and 22 percent, respectively).

While over half of Hispanic students spoke
mostly English at home, language usage var-
ied according to their mothers’ place of birth.
Nearly 90 percent of the students whose
mothers were born in the United States spoke
mostly English at home, while 28 percent of
the students whose mothers were not U.S.-
born did so (see supplemental table 6-3).
Among students whose mothers were born
outside the United States, those enrolled in
higher grades (6–8 or 9–12) were less likely
to speak mostly Spanish at home than their
peers in grades K–5.

Hispanic students who spoke mostly Spanish
at home had parents who had less education
than those who spoke mostly English at home.
For example, 49 percent of Hispanic students
who spoke mostly Spanish at home had par-
ents with a high school education or higher,
compared with 83 percent who spoke mostly
English at home (see supplemental table 6-4).

Hispanic students whose mothers were born outside the United States were more likely
to speak mostly Spanish at home than their peers whose mothers were U.S.-born.  These

Hispanic students of foreign-born mothers were less likely to speak mostly Spanish at
home if they were in the higher grades.

Indicator 6

LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME:  Percentage of Hispanic students  who spoke English or Spanish at home, by mother’s place
of birth and grade level:  1999

* Information is not available for Hispanic stu-
dents who did not live with their mothers.

SOURCE:  U.S. Department of Education, NCES.
National Household Education Survey (NHES),
1999 (Parent Interview Component).

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Supplemental Notes 2, 3

Supplemental Tables 6-1, 6-2,
6-3, 6-4
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Indicator 6

Table 6-1 Number and percentage distribution of students enrolled in grades  K–12, by race-ethnicity: 1999

Language Spoken at Home by Hispanic Students

                                            Students in grades K–12
Total White Black Hispanic Other

Number (in thousands) 51,979 33,831 8,270 7,199 2,679

Percent 100.0 65.1 15.9 13.8 5.2

NOTE:  Percentages may not add to totals due to rounding.  See Supplemental Note 2  for information on the National Household Education Survey (NHES).   See Supplemental Note 3 for information on the racial-ethnic
categories.

SOURCE:  U.S. Department of Education, NCES.  National Household Education Survey (NHES), 1999 (Parent Interview Component).

Table 6-2  Percentage distribution of Hispanic students in grades K– 12, by language spoken at home and grade:  1999

Spoke mostly Spoke English and Spoke mostly Spoke English and
Grade English Spanish equally Spanish other language equally/
enrolled Total at home at home at home spoke other language

    Total 100.0 57.2 17.0 25.1 0.7

K–5 100.0 54.8 16.2 28.2 0.8

6–8 100.0 58.2 20.1 20.6 1.0

9–12 100.0 61.5 15.9 22.4 0.2

NOTE:  Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding.  See Supplemental Note 2 for information on the National Household Education Survey (NHES).

SOURCE:  U.S. Department of Education, NCES.  National Household Education Survey (NHES), 1999 (Parent Interview Component).

Table 6-3 Percentage distribution of Hispanic students in grades K– 12, by language spoken at home, grade, and mother’s birth place:  1999

Spoke mostly Spoke English and Spoke mostly Spoke English and
Grade English Spanish equally Spanish other language equally/
enrolled Total at home at home at home spoke other language

Mother was born in the United States

     Total 100.0 89.3 5.9 4.5 0.4

K– 5 100.0 89.6 5.0 5.2 0.2

6– 8 100.0 86.0 9.7 3.6 0.8

9– 12 100.0 91.6 4.2 3.8 0.4

Mother was not born in the United States

     Total 100.0 27.8 27.3 43.8 1.0

K– 5 100.0 24.4 25.7 48.6 1.3

6– 8 100.0 29.3 32.1 37.3 1.4

9– 12 100.0 34.3 26.9 38.7 0.1

NOTE:  Information is shown only for students who lived with their mothers.  Four percent of students did not live with their mothers.  Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding.  See Supplemental Note 2  for
information on the National Household Education Survey (NHES).

SOURCE:  U.S. Department of Education, NCES.  National Household Education Survey (NHES), 1999 (Parent Interview Component).
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Indicator 6

Language Spoken at Home by Hispanic Students

Table 6-4 Percentage distribution of Hispanic students in grades K– 12,  by language spoken at home and various demographic characteristics: 1999

               Language spoken at home by student
Demographic Mostly English and Mostly
characteristic Total English Spanish equally Spanish

    Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Language spoken most at home by mother1

  English 48.3 82.0 6.0 2.0

  Spanish2 51.0 17.2 93.7 98.0

  English and other language equally/other language 0.7 0.7 0.3 0.0

Mother's place of birth1

  United States/territories 46.8 73.8 15.8 8.3

  Other countries 53.2 26.2 84.2 91.7

Mother's first language1

  English 32.8 56.1 3.1 1.5

  Spanish2 65.2 41.3 96.6 98.3

  English and other language equally/other language 2.0 2.6 0.3 0.2

Parents’  highest education level

  Less than high school diploma 30.4 17.2 45.8 50.7

  High school diploma or GED or higher 69.6 82.8 54.2 49.3

    High school diploma or GED 27.9 28.4 25.2 28.5

    Some college/vocational/technical 25.2 32.5 18.8 12.9

    Bachelor’s degree 9.0 11.5 5.5 5.3

    Graduate/professional school 7.5 10.4 4.7 2.6

Household income

  $20,000 or less 45.6 36.6 55.1 60.2

  10,000 or less 21.0 17.5 21.5 28.6

  10,001– 20,000 24.6 19.1 33.6 31.6

   20,001 or more 54.4 63.4 44.9 39.8

  20,001– 30,000 26.7 23.7 31.4 30.4

  30,001– 50,000 11.5 15.5 6.8 4.9

  50,001 or more 16.2 24.2 6.7 4.5

1 Information is only shown for students who lived with their mothers.  Four percent of students did not live with their mothers.
2 Mothers of Hispanic students were asked about language spoken mostly at home or their first language.  The response options were : English, Spanish, English and Spanish equally, English and another language equally,
and another language.   This category used in the table includes mothers who spoke Spanish, and English and Spanish equally.

NOTE:  Included in the totals but not shown separately are Hispanic students who spoke English and other languages  equally or primarily other languages at home.  Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding.  See
Supplemental Note 2  for information on the National Household Education Survey (NHES).

SOURCE:  U.S. Department of Education, NCES.  National Household Education Survey (NHES), 1999 (Parent Interview Component).
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Language Spoken at Home by Hispanic Students

Table S6-1 Standard errors for the number and percentage distribution of students enrolled in grades  K– 12, by race-ethnicity: 1999

Students in grades K– 12
Total White Black Hispanic Other

Number 17.7 10.7 2.7 3.2 0.9

Percent — 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2

—   Not applicable.

SOURCE:   U.S. Department of Education, NCES.  National Household Education Survey (NHES), 1999 (Parent Interview Component).

Table S6-2 Standard errors for the percentage distribution of Hispanic students in grades K– 12, by language spoken at home and grade:  1999

Spoke mostly Spoke English and Spoke mostly Spoke English and
Grade English Spanish equally Spanish other language equally/
enrolled Total at home at home at home spoke other language

        Total — 1.1 0.9 1.0 0.2

K– 5 — 1.3 1.2 1.3 0.3

6– 8 — 2.5 2.1 1.7 0.4

9– 12 — 1.9 1.5 1.8 0.1

—   Not applicable.

SOURCE:   U.S. Department of Education, NCES.  National Household Education Survey (NHES), 1999 (Parent Interview Component).

Indicator 6

Table S6-3 Standard errors for the percentage distribution of Hispanic students in grades K– 12, by language spoken at home, grade, and mother’s birth
place:  1999

Spoke mostly Spoke English and Spoke mostly Spoke English and
Grade English Spanish equally Spanish other language equally/
enrolled Total at home at home at home spoke other language

                   Mother was born in the United States

    Total — 1.3 0.9 0.8 0.2

K– 5 — 1.6 0.9 1.3 0.2

6– 8 — 2.9 2.7 1.3 0.8

9– 12 — 1.7 1.1 1.4 0.3

                    Mother was not born in the United States

    Total — 1.5 1.6 1.6 0.3

K– 5 — 1.8 2.1 2.0 0.5

6– 8 — 3.1 3.4 3.3 0.6

9– 12 — 3.1 2.7 3.2 0.1

—   Not applicable.

SOURCE:   U.S. Department of Education, NCES.  National Household Education Survey (NHES), 1999 (Parent Interview Component).
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Indicator 6

Language Spoken at Home by Hispanic Students

Table S6-4 Standard errors for the percentage distribution of Hispanic students in grades K– 12, by language spoken at home and various demographic
characteristics: 1999

                                                               Language spoken at home by student
Demographic Mostly English and Mostly
characteristic Total English Spanish equally Spanish
    Total — — — —

Language spoken most at home by mother

  English 1.3 1.4 1.3 1.1

  Spanish 1.3 1.4 1.3 1.1

  English and other language equally/other language 0.2 0.2 — 0.3

Mother’s place of birth

  United States/territories 1.2 1.5 2.4 1.5

  Other countries 1.2 1.5 2.4 1.5

Mother’s first language

  English 1.3 1.7 1.0 1.1

  Spanish 1.3 1.7 1.0 1.1

  English and other language equally/other language 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.2

Parents’ highest education level

  Less than high school diploma 1.3 1.7 2.9 2.5

  High school diploma or GED or higher 1.3 1.7 2.9 2.5

    High school diploma or GED 1.1 1.4 2.5 1.9

    Some college/vocational/technical 0.9 1.5 2.4 1.6

    Bachelor’s degree 0.7 1.1 1.2 1.2

    Graduate/professional school 0.5 0.9 1.0 0.9

Household income

    $20,000 or less 0.9 1.5 2.9 2.4

    10,000 or less 0.5 1.2 2.8 1.9

    10,001– 20,000 0.9 1.3 2.9 2.2

    $20,001 or more 0.9 1.5 2.9 2.4

    20,001– 30,000 1.0 1.0 2.5 2.3

    30,001– 50,000 0.7 1.2 1.0 0.9

    50,001 or more 0.7 1.3 1.2 0.7

—  Not applicable.

SOURCE:   U.S. Department of Education, NCES.  National Household Education Survey (NHES), 1999 (Parent Interview Component).
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